MDPA Calendar
Upcoming Events

February 2020

1 Breakfast, Safety Forum &
Flyout

5 Board Meeting
22 Dinner Meeting/ Crab Feed

March 2020

4 Board Meeting

7 Breakfast, Safety Forum &
Flyout

20 Dinner Meeting

April 2020

1 Board Meeting

4 Breakfast, Safety Forum &
Flyout

17 Dinner Meeting

MDPA BREAKFAST AND SAFETY FORUM,
SATURDAY, JANUARY 4, 2020

By Tom Hammitt

As the new breakfast coordinator, I'm pleased to report
that the First Saturday breakfast last January 4
attracted the LARGEST CROWD SINCE THE LAST
PRESIDENTIAL INAUGURATION! (among MDPA
members, at least.) Nine members volunteered to
cook, after a reminder e-mail sent midweek pleading
for more chefs. And Elaine Yeary brought her famous
grits, in return for which we broke the handle on her
crock pot during cleanup.

For those who dont attend, you should! The
breakfasts are pretty full-on affairs, including eggs (two
ways!), side meats (two ways!), starches (four ways!)
and Country Gravy (transcends food groups!). Bad
Coffee, of course! Probably you shouldn’t eat this way
more than once a month, but here it is!

Attending the breakfasts also is a great way to stay
informed about aviation developments near and
far. At least one airport manager attends and reports
on developments here at home, and the member-
coordinated safety seminars provide a breadth and
depth of commentary that reflects the vastness of our
members' combined experience. The seminars are one
place where our culture of safety as pilots finds
common ground, and often lead to some truly
informative hangar-flying. And the monthly fly-out
that immediately follows is a great way to get in some
real flying, and further enjoy the company of fellow
pilots and friends.
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As the new breakfast coordinator, | am open to some heart-healthier additions to the usual
menu, in the hope of boosting attendance and member participation. Lacking any good
ideas, I am turning to the membership. If you have an idea for a healthy breakfast side-
dish, please contact me at tomhammitt@astound.net when you receive the initial request-
for-cooks e-mail before the next monthly breakfast meeting. Winning suggestions will be
rewarded with a request to bring enough for 30-40 people (as satisfaction is its own
reward). Thank youl!

ADMINISTRATIVE ITEMS

Director of Airports’ Comments

During the January 4, 2020 MDPA breakfast Keith Freitas, Director of Airports, discussed
the following items:

e The new airport security signs have been installed. The signs direct tenants to wait
until the gate is closed and then use their access card. No piggy-backing please!

o Invited pilots to attend the monthly Aviation Advisory Committee (AAC) meetings to
hear about what is going on at the two airports. Meetings are the second Thursday of
each month, Maurice Gunderson is the current Chairman.

e Airport staff will be conducting hangar inspections at the Byron Airport this year.
Inspections are conducted at each airport every four years.

We must look out for each other ---- MDPA’s “safety culture”.

AVIATION HUMOR

B

Pilot (nervously) Concord Tower, this is Cessna Six Three Romeo. I'm a student pilot and
I’'m out of fuel. What do I do?

Tower (as he’s pressing the ‘crash button’): Student pilot who just called the
tower...... remain calm. Don’t panic. Can you give us your exact position?

Pilot. Yes sir, I'm parked in front of the tower and was just wondering where the fuel truck

could be found.
*kkkkkkkx

Late one afternoon, the Air Force folks out at Area 51 were very surprised to see a Cessna
landing at their “secret base”. They immediately impounded the aircraft and hauled the
pilot into an interrogation room. The pilot’s story was that he took off from Las Vegas, got
lost and spotted the Base just as he was about to run out of fuel. The Air Force started a
full FBI background check on the pilot and held him overnight during the investigation.

By the next day they were finally convinced that the pilot really was lost and wasn’t a spy.
They gassed up his airplane, gave him a terrifying “you did not see a base” briefing,
complete with threats of spending the rest of his life in prison, told him Las Vegas was that-
a-way on such and such a heading and sent him on his way.

The next day, to the total disbelief of the Air Force, the same Cessna showed up again.
Once more the MP’s surrounded the plane...only this time there were two people onboard.
The same pilot jumped out and said “Do anything you want to me, but my wife is in the
plane and you have to tell her where I was last night”.
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REALIZE THE DREAM OF FLIGHT & FLY MORE

We offer a unique approach to aircraft rental, flight training
support and other services tailored to your needs and schedule. ¢ Aircraft Rental

We operate from the Concord Jet Center, at Buchanan Field, * Flight Training Support
centrally located in the San Francisco, Bay Area. Give us a call to e Aircraft Owner Assistance
tour our facility, see our well equipped Cessna 172 airplanes,

and discuss how we can assist you.

925-448-7378 « 500 Sally Ride Dr., Suite 518, Concord, CA 94520 « www.hodgeflightservices.com

PACIFIC STATES AVIATION

DIAMOND CERTIFIED

e MDPA'S “PREFERRED” FUEL PROVIDER
e FAA CERTIFIED PART 145 REPAIR STATION
o CESSNA AUTHORIZED SERVICE & PARTS CENTER
e PITOT-STATIC CHECKS (FAR91.411 & 91.413)
e PROPELLER DYNAMIC BALANCING
e ENGINE OVERHAULS
e TRONAIR REPAIR STATION

IT’S OUR PRIVILEGE TO SERVE YOU
T: (925) 685-4400 - Unicom: 122.95
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